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PLAN ABLE e 7/8 December 1944
30=K-8mith=Lather i 725th - Today
49--Harris  726th - Wishwell
START ENGINES: 02004 - TAXI: 02104 TAKE OFF: 02604

RENDEZVOUS: None. P/L of 484th will leave departure point{West corner of
Lake Tosina} betwoon 02554 and O2BBA. 2 A/C of 4blst will leave
departure point butwoen U2554 and 0256A, 2 A/C of 46lst will
leave departure point between 0256A and 02867A. Departure point
altibtude will be 8,000 1.

TARGET: Moosbierbaum vil “afircry (4£19N, 1555B), Tgt “lev. 600 f£+.
Axis -~ 0% Ghberval ko E IR
ALTERNnTFo. 1t - Wiener Neusuady ,,ﬁ \4T49N, 1614E) I.P - Nones
Axie - West to Hagh., Rally ripht off tarpget. 26,000 £t.
bombing altitvde:: Tgt =lev. - 892 ft:
ond - Grag M/¥ (4705N, 1524E) I.P. - Kniwtlefeld(4713N, 1450E)
Axis - 1089  Kally left off target. Tgt. Blev - 1180 fh.
Bombing #1t. - OpSional bolow 24,000 ft.
INITIAL POINT: 'Wiecselburg (4808N, 1508L).
BOMBING ALTITUDE: 1st &/C at/26,000 £, 2nd A/C at 285,500 ft.
RALLY:; Sharp right off t;rgct.. ;
ESCORT: None. ‘
COMITUNICATIONS: 484th - Playfair 1" 451lst - Playfair 2 46lst - Playfalr 3
RECALL: Trumpet, 2
WINDOW: 2 cartons of wiindow, dispensing to begin 3 minutes before I.P. and
to continue at the rate of & bundles cvery 20 scconds until clear,

NOTES: 1. Crows will %urn back if weather conditions do not provide

sufficient cloud cover.

2. All A/C will be st boubing albitude at T.P, #i. A

% Bharp rally off primary target to ayoid Vlunnu £lak. ,

4, In the event enemy 4/C are encountersd A/C foruation callsign”
and sodeword "Tnpf&ou‘ on "A" channel giving approxiuete position

; end nurber of snemy 4/C encounterod.

9. Eaeh A/b will transmit a radio "Bomba away™ flush roport.

Base . g hlst k) DE Ay 21t TAS G8 - Time BETA
W, end of “ike Pesina 36555 - <10 7000 -~ - 1h4 1G4 +18 - 0285
T.P. #1 400N, 1420F B33 WY S5 130000 170 B0 50 - GEAS
ToB, 92 Vodixxc(4530N, 1403F) 91 252 -12 19,000 186 190 :28% o4lsl
P.P, #3 Villach(46378, 1351L) 68 ~ %53 =11 21,500 . 195 201 20—T 0434
T.P. 94 Arzberg (4753%, 1428F) 78 019 <11 24,500 204 202 0 181 S 0455
I.P, Wienelbury (4808, 1503E) 31 .00 -3 26,000 209 272 @07  0BC2
Target (4819N, 1555E) 33 070 -0 26,000 209 274 0T (0509
TP, 45 Moos(4740N, 1456E) BY - 226 & B 24500 - 204 144 B 00D
TP 342 Woalxxo(aasow, 1403E) 135 196 «10 22,000 196 170 = 47 -oszo%
T,P. 31 44008, 1420E gy 1¥e +1% 17,000 - 181 175 - 31 9651
Base 169 162 +14 9,000 160 160 1:03% 0755,




SECRET
INTEFLLZOTT O ANNEY TAT OB

OPERATIONE ORDFR NO. 281, 7 Deceuber 1944

5th Wing 18 PFF A/C HMOOSBITRBAUM 0il Ref.

RBC 14-30;

A-Z Ssetion
Hg 49th Bomb Ting

APO 52

1700 Hrs. 7 Dec 44.

PLAN ABLE: The 15th AF will attack oil and comnunications targets in AUSTRIA
by PFF and bouwb by individunl A/C.

Tgt ©

C 14-39-Ni; Axis 1t 70°;

3044:‘}: i 8 1i " " n n i "
L7th 1 Lo i t Ll i it "
55U__ n 8 il i 11 i i i n
15th FC . U Stend doim..

A5th Wing 6 ¥ i MOOSEITRBAUM 0il Ref., Aust.; (LF 194,
Elev., 600 ft.; MPI ¥-12/13 on
Tgt time 05104 to 05144; 1

Tet areax is approx 1 mi NNF of towr
g pp. 3

HOCEBIERBAUM,

G, US Arny

ime G44A54-CL55L.
i 6519 Afuiia
o 0570 05364 .
" 0500405054 .

15-55E) ;BC 14-30;

P ’I"‘”LBU“P (E2me for all TgS)

mi WY of

center of VIENNA. MNew refinery borders on $ bink of DAHUBE =znd old installation

spprox 1% mi SE. 4t this point the river flows
LPpi 2 e

M

pl&in, wooded on N bank but open on 8 bank. To
to ST, PCLTEN with branches serving both tghs.
5 refy and thru ¥ end of tgt at DANUBE R. bank.
built up arez

Tgte are impertant distillation and svintion gus

S

¥ to B
2 Tets

Photo cover O Dec, old works, shovs considerable repLin,
tionnl activity. Wew unit believe. of lem'nblFu ?runcn equlppent and appears

reidy to operate in conncction with V1 and V2 - respons ne well asg
Estimrted 10,000 tong moathly production.
DEFENSES 91 gus tgt ~ren overlapping 313 guns 28

possible right tura should be taken off prim.ry as

indicate concentration 87 of known VIFNN. positions.

fiak.

gsible 20-°5 T/E nignt fighters may be
b ZAGREB -

tions. Night ”1ghtcr control centcrs pr“btblj

ever, weathcr conditions as forecexst indicate oppositi

thry o

bread, {14t

ig rail line from VIENML
A einnl passes close to E side of
Tgis ave not adjacent to any

blending olante.
construction anl opera—

svintion gos.

VIFNII. to SE. OShorpest

\_‘C.‘

routeo

1irborn:
~ad SZCUBATHELY, How-
on will benil or negligible.

WIENE® NEUSTADT M/Y, iust.;(A7-ASH, 16-14E); MEC 14-63 ~t 7/2
Elev. £92 ft.; ixis it. ¥ to E; E_upemely setive on photos 6 Dec.

Axie At. 1089; r21ly left

erew roports
pacto for othor

against oper:s-

-9 guns,

GRAZ M/Y, Aust.; (47-05N, 15-° ;E), TC 14-41-Ni; Flev. 1180 £t.; 20 swne;

COVERAGE: Primary Target: BC 14-30; TC 14-3%-WAi; I11 # 2(d)>& series;
PFF RPC 1, 14, 1F, 1G.

BESCAPL Sce curreht bullctins.

SPFCIAL BRIEFING NOTE. Instruct crows to turn bick if

./-I'

srorther conditions do
not provide sufficient protective cloud cover,

/L>(f(—/ GA ATA yiﬁ{/“



CONFID ENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS 49TH BOMBARDMENT WING (H) - BeATB-24

AP0 520 U S ARMY

10 December 1944

SUBJECT: Boﬁbing-Navigatiop-Pathfinder‘Analysis for 8 Decerber 1944
TO

Commanding Officer, 451st Bomb Group, APO 520, U S Army,
Commanding Officer, 46lst Bomb Group, APO 520, U S Army.
Commanding Officer, 484th Bomb Group, APO 520, U S Army,

1,  Bombing Analysis,

8. The 484th, 451st, and 461st Bormb Groups were bricfed to bomb MOOS-
BIERBAUM OIL REFINERY by individual PFF aircraft, but because of various reasons
the prinmary target was not bonbed,

b, Only one aircraft of the 4E4th Bomb Group took off, Becausg of

clearing weather conditions and because of a poorly functioning PFF set, the shi§
returned to the base without bombing, ;

g. Two ships of the 451st Bomb Group took off, Because of clearing
weather and a PFF malfunction, the first ship did not attempt to.bomb the primary.
Being unable to use PFF in picking up a target, the bormbardier released his bombs
-when flak was encountored in the vieinity of VILLACH, The second ship got to the-
prinmary target arca, but when clear weather and searchlights were encountered, tho
primary was abandoned, GRAZ M/Y, the first alternate, was.bombed by PFF, A smioot
borb run was made and good results are expected, _

d. The 46lst Bomb Group had twd ships to take off, One returned becaus

of clear weather and the other returncd whén fightors were encountered, No target
were bombed,

o

2, Navigation Analysis.

2 Two ships each from the 484th BG, 451st BG, and 46lst BG worc sched-
uled to depart from the SOUTH WEST CORNER OF LAKE LESINA between 0253A and 02574
at 8,000 £+, A1l ships departed at the specified. times and altitude, Therec wore
no low or middle clouds over the bases at takeoff time,

‘be (1) 484th BG- ' o

Ship #890 followed the bricfed course from LAKE LESINA to
(47640N, 14=22E) where 5 eneny aireraft werc encountered, The 4
pilot decided te return to base,

(3) 451st BG-

—

Ship #055 followed the bricfed course from LAKE LESINA to TP #3.
(VILLACH), Bocause of clearing weather and failure of PFF
cquipment, bombs were drovped on VILLACH M/Y at 04524 from
24,000 ft. The axis of attack flown is unknown bocause compass
was inoperative, This ship rallied right. o

Ship #654 followed the specificd course very accurately fron
LLGKE LESINA to the IP. The primary target was clear, and the
ship encountered searchlights, The pilot then abandoned the
prinary target and flew to GRAZ, the second alternate target,
Bombs were dropped by PFF at 053514 from 26,400 ft, The axis of
attack flown was 227°, This ship rallied right,
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woather, to return to basc,

The bricfed targét time on this mission was 05104 to O%14A with an -

average altitude of 26,000 ft. The briefed axis of attack was 70° TC, .

Co Alliahipg followed reasonably close to the briefed course on the
route back, : . ; :

d. DNo fighter cscort wns scheduled,

2 2. COMMENTS: Scattered middle clouds with bases of 9,000 ft, increasing
to 10/10 niddle -clouds bascs 9,000, top 21,000 just north of ANCONA were encountered
over the ADRILTIC, Moderate rime ieing wos found in elouds up to 18,000 ft. There
werce a fow cuwrmlonimbus clouds with thundorstorms, From the coast of ITALY to the
primary target, 3/19 to 5/10 niddle clouds were encountered, Over- the tgrget it
was clear,

3. Pathfinder Analysis.

2. 484th BG- - One planc abortod soon after take off beeause of engine
trouble, The other plane, #890, turned back beceuse of a combination of reasons,
including clear weather, unsatisfactory PFF equipment, and attack by enemy aireraft.
The PFF equipment worked all right until a fusc in the inverter blew out. The fuse
was changed and blew out again, The fusec was changed agsin and the rectifier
current was too low to give signals., The 4=position plug was adjusted to No. 4
position and the set worked again, There was oxcessive arcing and spoking on the
PPI all the time that tho set was working, No bombs were dropped, About 10 Mickey
fixes were logged at irregular intervals,

bs 4518t BG- The mission of tho first plane to take off was performed
in an unsatisfactory manner, The bombardier; navigator, and Pathfinder Operator
porformed their jobs unskillfully and failed to coordinate each other's work, The
plane's flux-gate compass was inoperative, However, it is not inordinately
difficult for a Pathfinder Operator to navigate in this circumstance, Furthermore,
the accuracy of Mickey fixes is not affected by conpass failures, because bearings -
can be taken relative to the plane's heading., Shortly after bombs were dropped on
unknown flak positions, the Pathfinder Operator identified VILLACH as the locality
where the bombs fell, P

: The mission of the second plane, #654, was performed in an oxemplary
nmonner, Position reports werc furnished by the Pathfinder Operator at appropriate
intervals, and the navigator integrated the lickey fixes with his owm DR calculation:
to koop the plane properly oricnted throughout the mission, A4t the plane commander!':
discrotion the scecond alternate target was bembed by PFF synchronous;methods, Good
coordination between the borbardiocr and the cathfinder Operator was reported. A
conplete record of the bomb run was obtained by PRI photographs. The PFF set worked
satisfactorily, ‘

Se 46lst BG- Both planes aborted becousc of clear weather, One plane
was attacked by enemy aircraft, All PFF equipment worked satisfactorily and was
used for navigation only. The Pathfinder Operator in planc #903 identificd GRAZ
on the PPI at 30 miles but there was no. eloud protection for a bomb run,
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SUBJECT: . Doiibing-Navigation-Pathfinder Analysis for 8 December 1944.
10 randing O£

L2

Commanding Officer, 451st Bomb Group, APO 520, U S frmy.,
Commanding Officer, 46lst Bomb Group, APO 520, U S Army, g Y
Commanding Officer, 484th Bomb Group, APO 520, U S Army, war

>

1, Bombing Analysis,

8. The 484th, 451st, and 46lst Bomb Groups were briefed to bomb HOOS-
BIERBAUM OIL REFINERY by individual PFF aireraft, but because of various recasons
the primary target was not bonbed, 2 : )

e Only one aireraft of the 484th Bomb Group took off, Becausg ot
clearing weather conditions and because of a poorly functioning PFF set, the ship
returned to the base without bombing,

g+ Two ships of the 451st Bormb Group took off, Bocause of clearing :
weather and a PFF malfunction, the first ship did not attenpt to.bomb the ppimary,
Boing unable to use PFF in picking up a target, the borbardier released his bonbse
when flak was encountered in the vicinity of VILLACH., Tho second ship got to the-
prinary target arca, but when clear weather and searchlights were encountered, tho
prinary was abandoned, GRAZ M/Y, the first altornate, was bombed by PFF, A srioot
borb run was made and good ‘results are oxpocted. gt

de The 4615t Borb Group had twd ships to take off. One returned becaus
of clear weather and the other returned whén fightors wore encountered. No target
were bonbed, :

LS

2, Navigation Analysis,

& Two ships each fron the 484th BG, %451st BG, and 46lst BG were sched-
uled to depart from the SOUTH WEST CORNER OF LAKE LESINA betweon 0253A and 0257A
at 8,000 ft, A1l ships dopartod at the specifiod. times and altitude, Therc wore
no low or middle clouds over the bases a takeoff time, :

be (1) 484th BG-

Ship #890 followed the briefed course from LAKE LESINA to
(47401, 14-22E) whore 5 cnemy aircraft wero encountered, The .
pilot decided to return to base,

(3) 451st BG-

Ship #055 followed the bricfed course from LAKE LESINA to TP #3.
(VILLACH), Because of clearing weather and failure of PFF
oquipment, bombs were dropped on VILLACH M/Y at 04524 from

24,000 ft, The axis of attack flown is unknown bocause corpass
was inoperative, This ship rallied right. i s

Ship #65/ followed tho specifiod course very accurately from
LAKE LESINA to the IP, The primary target was clear, and the
ship encountered searchlights, The pilot then abandoned the
primary target and flew to GRAZ, the second alternate targoet,

Bombs were dropped by PFF at 05354 from 26,400 ft. The axis of
attock Ploum trae 9970 0 M e chif e can T2 T s L




