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CONFIDENTIAL

AR DEPARTMENT
HFADCUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
TASHINGTCN

MISCING AIR CEE" REPORT

IMPORTANT: This report will be compllad in triplicate by each Army Air
Forces organizetion within 48 hours of the time rn air erew
menber is officially reported migsing.

OPGANTZATION: J.ocation, by Name Castelluecio, Italy Cormand cr AF.
Group_451st Romb Gn__; Souadron_T28th Bash 8¢ (E)  ; Dessoohooot:
SPPCIFY: Plece of Devarture Geshellussia, Thkaly Cmscm_m-
AT5TR 1T288-~4817
Target or Intended Dﬂstin..ticq__mm-_a__:'rype of Hin unm
"EATHP® COMDITIONS AND VISIPILITY AT TIIE OF CRASH OR VHEN LAST REPORTED:

Gﬁs ! ! Bsy 22 ﬁonﬁ: hl‘ %eur 1844 ; Time 1008 and Location 4T7e 15' N.

A of last kmorn ~hemabouts of nmissing aircraft.

b) Specify rhother sireraft ves lest sighted ( ); Last contacted by
rndie ( ); Forced dowm ( ); Scen to Cresh (X); or Information not available (.)
AIPCRAFT "AS LOST, OR IS NRLIEVED TC HAVE DEEN LOST AS A RESULT OF: (Chock
only one) Enomy Aireraft (X); Snemy Anti-Adreraft ( ); Other Circumstances as
follors:

~
{;;: | 4
N e

AIRCRAFT: Tyrpe, Model :nd Series  B=24 J i ALF Serial No,42-51 300
NICKMAMP. OF AIRCRAFT, If any
ENGIMFS: Tyvpe, Mndnl rnd Serics 3 MLF Sericl Humber
(¢) cp 306678 __; (b) QP 506685  ; C )_GP 506688 __ (). CP 508488
IMSTALL™D "FAPOMS (Furnish below Mako, Type and Serinl Number) jBrowning MG, M=-23
(o) 945384  (b) 950332 _(c)_7047089 (a)
(e) 243578 (f) 986330  (g)_YOATIO (h)
m_m_____u}_ma ( ) (1)
(n)_ 948790 ___, ( n)_ 002638 _ =(p)
THF PRPEONS LISTED DFLOT "ERE REPOD TED ;.s: (®) Battle Cosvalty zpooooex
or (b) Nen-Buttle Casuclty

"MRER OF FFNECNS ANOAPD AIRCRAFT: Crov. @ : PasSengers_a; Totel
(Starting wvith Pilot, furnish the folloving perticulare: If more than 12
parsons vere choard nirernft, list einilar particulors on separate sheet end
nttach nrigina.ﬁto this form.) Cur-

- oS Heme in Full Seriel HNoxt of Kin Re- rent

OPE” PoSITIONY (Lest Nor- First)

4

2 e
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(Name in Full) Serial lext of Kin Re- Current

(Lest Name First)

DIOFRTIFY TEIO™ THOSE PRPSONS "HO ARE PELIEVED TO HAVE. LAST KNOVLEDGE OF alR-
CPLFT, AND CHFCK APPROPRIATE COLUMN TO INDICATE BASIS FCR SAME:

Contacted hesk
Nape in Full Serial by Lust Saw Sew Forced
(Last Npme First) HRank luther Rodie Sighted Crosh Landing

~Hhiting, Roman J. 2md Lk 0-712716 -

13 IF PERSONNEL ARE DELIFVED TN HiVE SURVIVED, ANSUER YES TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING
STATFMFNTS: (o) Parnchubtes wore used ; (b) Persons were seen walking
avay from scene of erosh 3 or (e) iny other rensons (Speeify)

1.
2.
3.

ATTACH AFRI/L PHOTCPATH, WAF, GLART, OR SKCTCH, SHOVING APPROXIMATE LOCATION
YURP® ATPORAFT TAS LAST EFFN OR HEARD FROM.

ATTACH FYF"ITNESE DESCRIPTION OF CRASH, FORCED LiNDING, OR OTHER CIRCUMST.NCES
PPRTAINTNHG TO MISSING AITCRAFT.

GIVF I/}, MINK WD SFTI L MUMDER OF OFFICER IN CHANGE OF SEARCH, IF ANY,

INCLUPING DWSCRIPTION .JTD FYTFNT_Nome = Flane erashed over ememy territory

- D%rt 25 Augngh 1844

(Chptedn;ciaf Corpaping Officer)
PRILTES OR EYR TTNFSS ST.TEMENTS: Adjutant . A

3 Inole:
Incl 1 - Stabement of 8-2 Officers
Inel 2 - Statement of Eys Witness.
Inel 8 - Sketch.
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726th BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICFR
APO 520 U.S. ARMY

2L August 1944

STATEMENT OF CIRCUMSTANCES

On 22 August 1944, Second Lieutenznt Valerian E. Klein, 0-819407,
was pllot of a B-24J type aircraft, AAF Serial Number 4L2-51300,
Wet Dream, on a bombing mission over the Lobau oil storage in-
stallations_located uS Vienna, Austria. At epproximately 1005
hours at 47 15'N, 17 18'E in Hungary, enemy fighters attacked
his formation end severely demeged his airvlane. The airplane
pulled off to the lerft of the formation and four distinct ex=-
plosions were seen before the aircraft went down totally des-
troyed. Approximetely eight (8) or (9) parachutes were seen.
In view of the fauct that thsre were nine ( mén aboard the
aircraft, there is reason to believe that' ge ral, if not all
o the ecr=w members landed in enemy occupied territory. It is
the opinion of the undersigned, based upon interrogation, that
there is a possibllity that all members of this crew are either
prisoners . of war or evaders., H

e
ALBERT L. ROEMER,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Intelligence Officer. -

¥/
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726TH BOMBARDMINT SQUADRON (H)
OFFI(S OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICRR
APO 20 U.S. ARMY

2L, August 1944

STATEMENT . OF EYE-WITNESS

I, Second Lieutenant Roman J, Whiting, 0-712715, was navigator
in the number two alrplene of the numbexr three flight of our form-
ation.on 22 -August 1944, on a bombing mission over the Lobau oil
storege installations near Vienne, Austzia. At approximately
1005 hours at 47° 157, 170 1E'E, our formation wes attacked by
approxiniately thirty (30) FW 190's of a light blue color. The
eneny eiroraft fired upon Lieutenmnt Valerian E. Klein, flying
number six position iz our flight in aircraft number L2-51300,
vWet  Dream™.  His number two engine begen to burn mnd he flew
off tn the left about A mile and a half from our formaticn, T
saw an explosion and {wo parachutes blossomed out, then there
was: asother explosion and t more parachutes came out. There
was ‘still another large exploslion and the tall separated from
the rest of the airplane, simultaneously I saw four more para-
chutes, Then the airplane went fluttering down without a tail
section and in flemes, a complete torch. The weather was about
three-tenths covered with scattered cumulus ¢louds at this time,

9 -~ _— g
tﬁfkde:;z%fiqéii;.
ROMAN J J/WHITING, (7

2nd L%., Alr Corops,
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: NND 735001

Authority

NARA NARA Date: 1973

By
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