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g : CPONPDERTIAL s
LT e 10681 7"
b - AV A MISSING AIR CREW REFPCRT v
. ORed Lﬁ-ﬂwmllwm;ﬁ-h . Command or Alr Force _16th Air Porce
Eﬁ:"’ i Hewd Bp () Squadron Bﬁ ‘?
¢ Uagtalluocloe, Trly - i, Cores %
. : 041 Flent, Germeny ’ Tnn. of misslon ta ° I:rg
“ f\ CINDITIONS AND WVISTBILITY AT TiMB OF CRASH OR WHEN | \‘T N PORTED: _
“ﬂ’" hers Olesr, Visibilitys Goods IR : a4
4 CGIVE: (n) Muic 17 Ded ___ Time 1258 tast koown pnmon 500 e '. 1.9 W e
() Specily whether: (&) Last sighted, ( ) Forced down, ( ) S=c¢a to crash,

{ ) Lasi coatacted by vadis, ( ) Ne informaion,
5. AIRCRAFT (LOST) [BI:.LIEVED LOST) AS A RESULT OF: (Lheck one only)
( ) Enemy airceaft, ( } Enemy anti-abrcraft, @&, Other Plome oollided with amother siroraft in ssme

6. AIRCRAFT: Type, model & series _ B=24& J AAF Serial Numrer 43-52046  Slight.
7. MNCKNAME OF  AIKCRAFT ——
8. ENGINES: Type, mude. & serles_ E-].!ID-_&E AAF Serial Number (3) DP 448620 . et

{v) EP=448506 () FABC=P-66_ _ (4 BP=448704

9. INSTALLED WEAPONS: (Make, type ani serial n. aber)
(0)MG_Browning M=2, 1769020 () Il_. _Erowming, M=2,1TGTE20(!) ii Browming M-2 176T406. .
) MG Browning,M-2, 156738 u. .Jr.mm M-2,175792M 1) M nrmlgz_ TI57974
- MG !rwﬂn;,!—ﬁ. 1768779 ;) MG, Browning, M-2,1757628(k) T Vit
(917 Browning,M-2, 1756074 mﬁ Brownin;, M-2,1787870Q) PRI, 7 o R e

10. PERSONNEL LISTED BELOW FLEPORTED AS: (E) Battle Casualty,  ( ) Non-Baule Cunlil}'

1. NUMBER OF FERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: Crew 11 ; Poesengers  we :Totd 21 . .
(11 more tham 12 wrsons aboard aircrall, use se;arate sheet.) I S e a9
CHEW FULL NAME (Last, ficst, inlusl) CURRENT NEXT UF KIN, KELATIONSHIP
POSITION ANK, SFRIAL NUMBER STATUS _ AND  ADDHESS - R e
V) Piton ton, ¥illiam T ﬁhn.m. _ MIA Jra Gonstance Shalton . (Wife)
0828719 - 5 625 We Matthews Ave, Joussber
2) Co-pilot’ m.rhmh. Charles W. s B's_,_ MIA _Jre Arlone B« Atterholt  (Wife)
G300 « BBl W. linocln Way, lisbon, Ohiee

457 ¥avigator Backer, Bugene F. __ Zod Lt _ MIA s isgin Becker _ _____(Wife)
& a_ﬂm : ;’?IE: ‘85 Groemwood Dr., Miliburn, Ne Je
Ll L, MIA _¥rg Mary Ellan Sulliven
oyt T T ©._ 120 Bo. Streok, Quiney

— fh..’—'—'—"—"ﬂ
AB) Top Twrret roe, Homer D. T/Sgte . WIi_Mra. Borthe Plarae .~ (Mather
F 18178158 o _Gegs Delivery, .
LA6T Lower AJbart JAHC8/Sgke  MIA Mca Domeniok Dessrie . (Fakher
—Gwmer - 208 W.Osk Et., Ogden, taha
(T)p. Wetst ~—Satter f.tmpnu:. 8/8gt .TA Mes. Doris S. Hattersley - (Wife)
. Gunner _ < 402 Fradiok Baad, | :
(%] Lo Walgt ~—Brshler, am G  §/8rt. VIA Nre Maok Srahler __ (Pathar’
__ Gummer 13103859 } 104 Hobert St., Waterbury, Comns
.J-H‘!%l M'm Gacrge M» aﬂ:m MIA _Mrse Aima Xally . (Mokhew
¢ . S29Te4A] 58 W, 176 St., Wew T

12. \DENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO A~E BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWLEDGE OF AIRCRAFT
SAW

AND CHECK APPROFPRIATE (oue only) COLUMN TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAmE:

CONTACTED LAST SAW FORCED
NAME IN FULL . BANK  SERIAL Neo ~ BY RADIO _S'GHTID CRASH LANDING
(1) __MoHele, Thomas Ee_ . SN CTEMRARRG TR Sl R o g ’dé
@ . . bl e kR e SRR p i
o .

13 IF PIRSONMEL ARF GELIEVED 7O HAVE SURVIVED, CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWIG: i
( ) Pmechules were vged. ¢ ) Persons were seen walking away from the scene of the crash,
& ) Otner rea nns uﬁy: still under control when last smichtad.
1. ATTACH  PHOTOORERH BRETOH SHOWING LAST KNOWN LOCATION OF AIR m:-‘t
W ATTACH EYEWITMRCS CRASH, FUNCED “ANDING, OR CTH!R CIFCUMSTANCE
10 ATTALH 2 DE:CWPY OFCEX TR (L OF SEANCH, IF_ANY, AND GIVE NAME, RANK AND SEPIAL
NUMBER OF ur'gcz wwu& oﬁf SEARCH HERg. HO_ooerch made, Flane last sightad over
8 taclose -
Inal

g 7 2 uw bcrr!.tory.
L~ P, 4och d..!m:l‘lﬂ Fak - i
Inel 2 -~ Kye witnesa Bta“esmant COLE, mNTIAL, B!‘D‘Mﬂ . d’i’:"’ }_3
] Hajor, Alr Corps,
Jnel 5 - Btetemsnt of §-2 Officur. Exeoutive Officers

diye ol
7 P
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726TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
4518T BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U.8. ARMY

18 December 1944

EYE-WITNESS STATEMENT

I, Statf Sevgeant Thomas E. McHale, 32625830, was tail gunner
on an alirplane in the seme flight as Firet Lieutenant Willilam
P. Sheltvon, flying aireraft number 42-52045. On 17 December
1944, Lieutenant Shelton lead our flight on a mission over the
Odertal 011 Plant in Germany. Shortly after passing over the
target 1 saw Lieutenant Shelton veer off to the right and the
number twd ship tried to fly over him toc take over the lead.
A8 the number two ship let down his tail hit the number one
propellor of Lieutenant Shelton's airplane as Lieutenant “helton
was coming back into his former position. I last egaw Lieutenant
Shelton's aireraft at about 1256 hours, at approximately 50°
31'N, 18° 08'E, in Germany. The weather wes clear and I saw
three parachutes leave the aircraft, which appeared to be under
control.

Fbowe & Al

THOMAS E.' McHALE,
8/Sgt., Air Corps.
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726TH BOMBARUMART SQUADRON (H)
451ST. BOMBARDMELT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U.S. ARMY

18 December

First Lieutenant William T, Shelton, 0-823719, wes pilot of
airoraft number 42-52045, no nickname, on a combet mission to
bomb the Odertal 01l Plant, in Germany, on 17 December 194L.
Lieutenant Shelton wes flying in the number’one position of

his tlight. After passing over. the target the formation start-
ed the rally to clear additional anti-aireraft fire, During
the turn Lieutenant Shelton appeared %o pull out of the for-
mation and the uumber two ship moveu in to take over the lead.
+At this time Lieutenant Shelton moved back into his original
poaition, flying underneath the former rumber two ship. Lieut-
enantu shelton's number one propeslor came into contact with the
tail of the other airplane, cutting 1t almost completely off.
The other aireraf* went into a spin and was seen.to crash and
burst into- flame. Lieutenant Shelton was last sighted at about
1236 hours, apparsntly still under control, at approximately

50° 31'N, 18° 08'E, in Germany. The weather was clear at this
time. Three parachutes were seen to leave the airecraft.

Nothing further has been heard from Lieutenant Sbelton or his
crew and the undersigned has no opinion as to their fate.

JC&W
LAWRENCE E. ROHERTSON,
lat Lt., Alr Corps,
Intelligence Officer.
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)P DOWN OUT OF THE FORMATION AND
D5 00FF To THE RICKT, IT STILL SEEMEL 10
5 UNDER CONTRUL LAST SEEN A7 THIS

POSTTION, 57
(+] - :

GR, STHEn.XI2

ORMA''ION FURNTSHED HEREON IS COEAECT TO THE BEST KNOWLEDGE

NP
THIS OFF ICE.

£ patedec

LAWRENCE B, ROBERTSON,
ist. Lt., Alr Corps,
Intellligence Officer.
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