@ 451* Bombardment Group (H) WWII, LTD. 45 1St B O m b G ro u p
3 e Newsletter No. 3
GROUP NEADZU;R}’ERS 724" 715"“71“‘6" :;1:7“ Squadrons J an u ary 20 14 %EN'I’H P;\Y\ QD@

Published by Winson Jones for the preservation of our 451°% heritage. Printing and mailing of the Newsletter is funded solely by donation
which should be mailed to:

Winson Jones

4515t Bomb Group

18502 N.W. Montreux Drive

Issaquah, WA 98027

Cell: 425-223-2101 Email: winjones@comcast.net

Associate Editors: Diane Jones & Marsha Morris

2013 TEMPE REUNION UPDATE

Wow! Our Joint Reunion held at Tempe, Arizona in October exceeded our expectations. Total
attendance numbered 140 plus, including 31 survivors of the Air War in Europe. Our 4515t Bomb
Group had 80 people registered of which 18 were WWII survivors. We had three people attend
(Bobbi Kelly, Ralph Helmericks and A. Mike Stauth) who have a perfect attendance record covering
the 17 Reunions held to date by our Bomb Group. In recognition of the strong support over the
years of Bobbi Kelly and her family members, a special award was made to Bobbid a silver
pendant and necklace which we hope will serve to remind Bobbi of the special role she has played
in our activities. Truly a person we all love and respect.

Bobbi Kelly Ralph Helmericks A. Mike Stauth

The other three Bomb Groups (The 99, the 3015t and the 455™) greatly contributed to the success
of our meeting. Copies of selected pictures from the Reunion are included with this

Newsletter. The speaker roster was most impressive, Colonel Tom Kirk who had traveled to
Chicago (from Phoenix) for our 2010 Reunion, returned to again present a riveting description of his
life as a POW at the Hanoi Hilton for 5 ¥ years.

Our keynote speaker for the Gala Saturday Night Banquet, Brigadier General Edwin D. (Dave)
Woellner was a B-17 pilot (POW) flying out of England in WWII. He had a long distinguished career
with the Air Force before retiring as a Vice Commander.
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SURVIVOR PICTURE

Joint Reunion 15™ Air Force Bomb Groups WWII
17"-19"" October, 2013 Tempe Arizona

Row 1 (Seated Row (L to R)) — 1. Albert Tone 301% BG, 2-Peter Polmen 451 BG, 3-Ralph Helmericks 451" BG, 4-Herbert Guiness 451% BG, 5-Frank Finklang 301" BG,
6-Win Jones 451 BG, 7-Dave Woellner 306" BG, 8-Archie Aitcheson 301* BG, 9-William Hipple 451* BG & 10-Alfred Betcher 99" BG

Row 2 (L to R): 1-Achi Kozakis 451" BG, 2-Richard Minor 451" BG, 3-Earl VanBenschoten 451*' BG, 4-Ormond Buffington 455" BG, 5-Mike Stauth 451% BG,
6-Nathan McKinney 451% BG, 7-Alex Garcia 451% BG, 8-Ed Longenecker 451% BG & 9-Verne Mason 451 BG

Row 3 (L to R) 1-George Insley 44th BG, 2-Willard Gil 451" BG, 3-Robert Caldwell 455" BG, 4-Milo Sanchez 451" BG, 5-Carl Stracka 455™ BG,
6-Ted Tronoff 455" BG, 7-Tom Boyd 455" BG, 8-Linn Newman 451°*' BG & 9-Wes Nelson 451" BG

Not Pictured: Les Bartlett 98" BG, George Johnston 455" BG, Jack Miller 451% BG, Ryan Michael O’Brien 484" BG & Henry Ong Jr. 487" BG

2014 REUNION

Our 4515t BG and the 455™ B.G. have been invited by the 4615t and the 484" Bomb Groups to join
them for a Reunion now planned to be held in Oklahoma City, OK, September 18-21, 2014. In
many respects, the proposed Reunion program would be quite similar to that of our most recent
meetings. Should you have an interest in possibly attending the upcoming Reunion, please
promptly notify us. We will not make a final decision on proceeding with this until later. If we
decide to participate, Additional information will be available along with Registration Forms on our
2014 Reunion Website http://www.gordons.ws/reunion2014



http://www.gordons.ws/reunion2014
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2013 REUNION PROGRAM & SPEAKERS

Getting to ltaly _ The Saga of Lady Be Good
Speaker: Theodore V. Tronoff, Navigator Speaker: Kim Hobbs, President 376t B.G.

Maintaining the Aircraft The Long March, POWS
Speaker: Nathan McKinney, Line Chief Speaker: Henry Ong, Jr., Radioman-Gunner, POW

-4

The Story of Patsy Jack The Markersdorf Airdrome Mission
Speaker: Lt. Colonel Keith E. Bennett Speaker: Winson Jones, Top Turret Gunner
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Hazard of Flying that First Mission: Unscheduled
Sampling of Turkish Hospitality 5 % Years at the Hanoi Hilton Prison
Speaker: Linn Newman, Nose Turret Gunner Speaker: Colonel Thomas H. Kirk Jr., Pilot

Keynote Speaker i Brigadier General Edwin D (Dave) Woellner,
Pilot, POW 306" Bomb Group WWII

TEMPE REUNION HOTEL EXHIBITS

Tempe Reunion. Randy Jones provided our 4515t impressive collection of murals and other

artifacts. Then David Webster and Charles Workman greatly increased our regular exhibit space with

an expansive Air War collection that included a machine gun, Norden bomb sight and sundry other

items. AttheReuni on, Craig Jones (Winbés son) presented
encased B-24 Model which also was placed on display. All in all, the total items for viewing

constituted a small Air Force Museum.
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COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE MUSEUM TOUR

7B

"~ Bill Hipple
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Program- Joint Reunion
th n: Thursday Program
15™ Air Force Bomb Groups WWII October 17th, 2013
sponsonng UnltS: Free Breakfast Bar ... ... S—— e 1 |1 1) B ST T
39" Bomb Group 301" Bomb Group 451" Bomb Group 455" Bomb Group tion ..... " + 12:00 neon - 5:00pm
Hotel Manager Free Wine Bar 200pm — 7:00pm
. crew and Friends Meetings ....... . 12200 noon — 7:00pm
- Friday Day Program
= October 18™, 2013
Reunion Management Free Breakfast Bar........ 7:00am —9:00am
Rzunion Manager w.  Winzan “Big” Jones 4517 Bomb Group i tion SR e g.00am — 5:00pm
Cammittee —  Gary Staffo 99 BﬂTh Graup Bus Tour CAF Museum & Luncheon Group A Departure 10:00am
Camm!rt:e —  Frank F|nkJ=.r_|g oL anh Group Bus Tour CAF Museum & Luncheon Group B Departure . 1:00am
Committes - Gregory E. Riggs 455" Bomb Group
Reunion staff special Contributors
Rzumion Suppart w.  Diamz Kae lones De=lcia Bagwell Friday Evening Prugram
Reunion Suppart . Marsha Marris Lauie Lopez -
Reunion Web Wastsr . Warren Gardon “Achi” Kozakis October 18", 2013
Photographer —  Michael Smeltzer “filex” Kuras
Transportation -~ Diavid Fisher "Gus” Margaritis Hospitality Hour With Cash Bar ... e s ces e 3200 M — G200 pM
Transportation —  Craig Jones Wictar E. Murray
4515t B.5. Historian —  Randy lanes Linn W. Newman Dinner & Program 6:00pm — 9:30pm
P AreEaces T Geres wiebster O -
arizona Ligison R .
Arizona Liberator Groug ... David Arnett - ODEI‘III'Ig I!Emarks - Winson Blg" Jones
Arizona Liberator Group . Paul Arnett UCtion Ed amle
+ Introduction of Head Tabl
CAF Museum —  Lamy A Tumer 4 Recognition of Guests Honoring Deceased Members
Advizory A ke Stamh & R ition of POW Survivors in Attend
Aduizory " RogerFemion ecognition urvivors in Attendance
++ Recognition of Survivors in Attendance
4% Sing Along Featuring Burgie Crandall’s Lets Dance Band Combo
17th, 18th & 19", October 2013
Phoenix, Arizona
Tempe Embassy Suites Hotel




