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2013 TEMPE REUNION UPDATE 
 

Wow! Our Joint Reunion held at Tempe, Arizona in October exceeded our expectations.  Total 
attendance numbered 140 plus, including 31 survivors of the Air War in Europe.  Our 451st Bomb 
Group had 80 people registered of which 18 were WWII survivors.  We had three people attend 
(Bobbi Kelly, Ralph Helmericks and A. Mike Stauth) who have a perfect attendance record covering 
the 17 Reunions held to date by our Bomb Group.  In recognition of the strong support over the 
years of Bobbi Kelly and her family members, a special award was made to Bobbiða silver 
pendant and necklace which we hope will serve to remind Bobbi of the special role she has played 
in our activities.  Truly a person we all love and respect. 
 

Bobbi Kelly Ralph Helmericks A. Mike Stauth 

   
 

The other three Bomb Groups (The 99th, the 301st and the 455th) greatly contributed to the success 
of our meeting.  Copies of selected pictures from the Reunion are included with this 
Newsletter.  The speaker roster was most impressive, Colonel Tom Kirk who had traveled to 
Chicago (from Phoenix) for our 2010 Reunion, returned to again present a riveting description of his 
life as a POW at the Hanoi Hilton for 5 ½ years. 
 

Our keynote speaker for the Gala Saturday Night Banquet, Brigadier General Edwin D. (Dave) 
Woellner was a B-17 pilot (POW) flying out of England in WWII.  He had a long distinguished career 
with the Air Force before retiring as a Vice Commander.  
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SURVIVOR PICTURE 

 
 
 
2014 REUNION                    
 
Our 451st BG and the 455th B.G. have been invited by the 461st and the 484th Bomb Groups to join 
them for a Reunion now planned to be held in Oklahoma City, OK, September 18-21, 2014.  In 
many respects, the proposed Reunion program would be quite similar to that of our most recent 
meetings.  Should you have an interest in possibly attending the upcoming Reunion, please 
promptly notify us.  We will not make a final decision on proceeding with this until later.  If we 
decide to participate, Additional information will be available along with Registration Forms on our 
2014 Reunion Website http://www.gordons.ws/reunion2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.gordons.ws/reunion2014
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2013 REUNION PROGRAM & SPEAKERS 
 

Getting to Italy 
Speaker:  Theodore V. Tronoff, Navigator 

 
The Saga of Lady Be Good 

Speaker:  Kim Hobbs, President 376th B.G. 

  
 

Maintaining the Aircraft 
Speaker:  Nathan McKinney, Line Chief 

 

 
The Long March, POWS 

Speaker:  Henry Ong, Jr., Radioman-Gunner, POW 
 

  
 

The Story of Patsy Jack 
Speaker:  Lt. Colonel Keith E. Bennett 

 

 

The Markersdorf Airdrome Mission 
Speaker:  Winson Jones, Top Turret Gunner 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 



451st Bomb Group Newsletter No.3  January 2014 4 

 
Hazard of Flying that First Mission:  Unscheduled 

Sampling of Turkish Hospitality 
Speaker:  Linn Newman, Nose Turret Gunner 

 

 
5 ½ Years at the Hanoi Hilton Prison 

Speaker:  Colonel Thomas H. Kirk Jr., Pilot 

  
  

 
Keynote Speaker ï Brigadier General Edwin D (Dave) Woellner,  

Pilot, POW 306th Bomb Group WWII 

 
 

TEMPE REUNION HOTEL EXHIBITS 
 

Tempe Reunion.  Randy Jones provided our 451st impressive collection of murals and other 
artifacts.  Then David Webster and Charles Workman greatly increased our regular exhibit space with 
an expansive Air War collection that included a machine gun, Norden bomb sight and sundry other 
items.  At the Reunion, Craig Jones (Winôs son) presented his dad with a very attractive glass 
encased B-24 Model which also was placed on display.  All in all, the total items for viewing 
constituted a small Air Force Museum. 
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COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE MUSEUM TOUR 
 

 
Jack & Shirley Miller 

 
Bill Hipple 
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