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WELCOME GREETINGS TO THE NEW MANAGERS OF OUR 451st ALUMNI ORGANIZATION
With great pleasure the baton of leadership for the 451 st is hereby transferred to our new managers Susan
Tudor Prince and her brother Jonathan Tudor. Their late father, George Tudor, was a famed pilot with our
Bomb Group. The mission report of October 7th, 1944 printed on pages 8-11 of our Newsletter No. 5 dated
November 2014 provides a heroic account of his actions in saving his crewmates—he was awarded the “Silver
Star”.
Incident to this change in management, my daughter Marsha Morris will continue to assist with membership
files, newsletter, etc. I also will be available to help as needed. Fortunately, the recent receipt of two larger
donations described elsewhere in this Newsletter will help cover operations outlays for several months.
Effective immediately, all newsletter submissions, inquiries and veteran death notices should be sent to:
451st Bomb Group
c/o Susan Tudor Prince
14 Reservation Road
Andover, MD 01810

Cell: 978.866.0024
Email: KittyFlea@hotmail.com

Also do continue to provide donations to assure successful future programs for 451st activities.

A REWARDING EIGHT YEARS 2008 to 2015 – WINSON “BIG” JONES
Early in 2008, Bob Karstensen (our 451st Alumni Organization co-founder and long-time manager) indicated
that there would be no further Reunions. At that time, I volunteered to manage what we termed our “final”
reunion for 2008. With no funds and a set of membership mailing labels, my role as coordinator of our 451st
organization commenced. Little did I know that eight years later we would still be going strong.
Yes, this has involved a considerable amount of my time as well as assistance from other family members.
During this period, I have personally talked with several hundred of the Veterans and others on our mailing
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list. I have come to realize how
truly important our Reunions
and Newsletters are to our
451st people. Both in Arizona
(my winter home) and here in
the State of Washington,
numerous luncheons have been
held with 451st B.G. survivors
and friends of our organization.
Becoming close by
acquaintance at the Reunions
with Veterans such as Sedge
Hill, Ed Longenecker, Nathan
McKinney, Mike Stauth, Achi
Kozakis, Milo Sanchez, and
many others has been a
pleasure.
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Happy Days at our Chicago 2008 Reunion

Also it is important to
Front Row: Seated L to R Jeannette Laxton (Daughter of the late Gerald W. Hopkins, the original
acknowledge the extensive
pilot of Crew 89), Jack “Little” Jones (Nose Gunner Crew 89), Clara Massare (Widow of Pete
help provided by Randy Jones
Massare who served as the second pilot for Crew 89)
incident to bringing an
Back Row: Winson “Big” Jones (Top turret gunner Crew 89) and Bob Karstensen (Co-founder with
extensive collection of 451st
Pete Massare of the 451st Bomb Group Alumni Association)
murals and other artifacts for
exhibit at our Reunions. All in
all, my eight years as Coordinator of our 451st B.G. activities has been most rewarding.
Incident to continuing the programs of the 451st Bomb Group, I have received a great amount of assistance
from family members and other members of our organization. This has permitted holding the following
Reunions; Chicago 2008, Chicago 2010, Tempe, Arizona 2013, Oklahoma City 2014 and our 2015 Reunion at
Kansas City earlier this year.
Also, this Newsletter represents our seventh. Special thanks to all who have contributed donations to help
fund our various activities.
As mentioned previously, we have no paid employees. I want to give special recognition to family members
who have so generously contributed their time!







Diane Jones – Internet and assistance with the Newsletters
Marsha Morris – Membership files, assistance with the Newsletters and Reunion Registrations
Michael Smeltzer – Photographer for our Reunions & Reunion Transportation
Warren (Sandy) Gordon – 451st Internet Website
Craig Jones – Reunion Transportation
David Fisher – Reunion Transportation
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Joint Reunion 15th Air Force Bomb Groups WWII
19 -21st September, 2014 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
th

Row 1 (Seated Row (L to R)) – 1. Alex Garcia 451st BG 2. Tom Boyd 455th BG, 3. Ormond Buffington 455th BG, 4. Ed Longenecker 451st BG, 5. Louis Hoffman 451st BG,
6. Peter Polmen 451st BG, 7. Ed Van Benschoten 451st BG
Row 2 (L to R): 1. Jim Dooley 451st BG, 2. Nathan McKinney 451st BG, 3. Sedge Hill 451st BG, 4. Achi Kozakis 451st BG, 5. Carl Stracka 455th BG,
6. Winson “Big” Jones 451st BG, 7. Richard Minor 451st BG, 8. Linn Newman 451st BG
Not Pictured: Milo Sanchez 451st BG

2015 KANSAS CITY JOINT BOMB GROUP REUNION REPORT
From all indications, our September Joint Bomb Group Reunion in Kansas City was thoroughly enjoyed by the
250 people in attendance. We again joined the 461st and 484th Bomb Groups (the other units of the 49th
Wing) along with members of the 376th, the 455th, the 465th and the 485th Bomb Groups. Out 451st total
attendance was 50 of which there were 11 WWII survivors present.
Thanks to Hughes Glantzberg and his associates at the 461st BG with special tribute to Dave Blake, the overall
reunion manager, for the fine planning and management of reunion accommodations and program activities.
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Joint Reunion 15th Air Force Bomb Groups WWII
451th Bomb Group – Survivors Present
24th-27th September, 2015 Kansas City, Missouri

Front Row (Seated L to R) – 1. Achi Kozakis, 2. Earl Van Benschoten, 3. Richard Minor, 4. Peter Polmen, 5. Andrew Pendleton
Back Row (L to R) – 1. Sedgefield Hill, 2. Nathan McKinney, 3. Milo Sanchez, 4. Ed Longenecker, 5. Alex Kuras, 6. Winson “Big” Jones

Bobbi Kelly and her daughter, Karen were with us—Bobbi now remains the only person to have attended all
nineteen of our Reunions. Karen has only missed one or two! It was a distinct pleasure to present nice
jewelry pieces to both Bobbi and Karen at the Reunion.
We again awarded attractive Certificates of Appreciation to survivors in attendance who did not make it to last
year’s meeting in Oklahoma City and to attendees honoring deceased members for their support of the 451 st
BG:









Jennifer Caruso
Bennett Cowie
Jeffrey Fort
Alex Kuras
Andrew Pendleton
Gail Pollino
Mike Pollino
John W. Tudor
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We were especially
honored to have all three
remaining members of
the crew of Lou Morris
(Pilot) with us.
At age 97, Peter Polmen
topped by one year,
Nathan McKinney, Line
Chief 727th Squadron.

(L to R): Richard (Gene) Minor, Ball Turret Gunner, Peter G. Polmen, Tail
Gunner & Alex Kuras, Navigator
It was a pleasure to meet
and visit for the first time
with Andrew L. (Andy)
Pendleton, Bombsight &
Auto Pilot Specialist.
For all of our WWII
Veterans just getting to
our Reunion sites is a
challenge, especially for
Earl Van Benschoten who
utilizes a wheelchair.

(L to R) Andrew Pendleton, Bombsight Specialist & Win “Big” Jones, Top
Turret Gunner
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2015 REUNION SPEAKERS PROGRAM
Speaker: Winson “Big” Jones, Top
Turret Gunner 451st BG Speakers
Program Coordinator

Speaker: Achi Kozakis, Nose Turret Gunner 451st
BG – The Best Seat in the House

Speaker: Alex Kuras, Navigator 451st
BG – Navigating to the Target WWII
and Vietnam

Speaker: George Hausold, Bombardier 465th BG
– Just a Pair of Boots
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Speaker: Kim Hobbs, 376th BG –
Revisiting the Tragic Saga of “The Lady
be Good”

Speakers: Hjalmar Johanson 461st BG and Orville
Hommert, 484th BG – Shot Down and Surviving as
a POW

Speaker: Hughes Glantzberg, President
461st BG – The Old Man with a Hole in
his Head

Speaker: Jerry Whiting, Historian 485th BG – The
Magic of Preserving History

SPEAKERS PROGRAM ON YOU TUBE
The Speakers program has been posted to You Tube by Jonanthan Tudor – many thanks to him. To watch the
videos type in the link into your browser:
Alexander C. Kuras - https://youtu.be/qcMMCCdqzfA
Kim Hobbs - https://youtu.be/wbp4p56xbcc
George Hausold - https://youtu.be/d7Y-Ig5NG3Q
Achilles “Achi” Kozakis - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KtL0-3tEtI
Jerry Whiting - https://youtu.be/l1C-oMfdQiw
Winson “Big” Jones - https://youtu.be/VhwbU5VdiqI
Hughes Glantzberg - https://youtu.be/o8UqeNjU5rM
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Hjalmar Johanson and Orville Hommert - https://youtu.be/LbYFS-pDd0M
The Saturday Banquet guest speaker was Roger Locher, an F-4D Weapons Officer and Pilot who was shot
down over North Vietnam in 1972. Locher spent a record 23 hair-raising days evading capture before being
rescued and returned to friendly territory. Locher says he considers it an honor to relate his story to our
group. He is the nephew of 484th member, Dick Yunghans.
https://youtu.be/CLMr1bX_2JE

2016 REUNION
At this time, plans point to Dallas, Texas as the site of our 2016 Reunion, October 13th – 16th, 2016. In addition
to again teaming up with the Bomb Groups that we joined for the 2015 meeting, it appears that the 454 th and
possibly one or two other Bomb Groups will also come aboard at Dallas. The 451st website (www.451st.org)
will be updated by Jonathan Tudor as more information becomes available.

DONATIONS
It is especially good to report that recent generous donations received from Linn W. Newman and family
members of the late Martin Aschenbrenner will contribute to better planning for the near term operations of
our 451st organization. As you know, we have no significant source of revenue other than from donations. It
is, of course, vitally important that we continually provide financial support for our new 451st managers, Susan
Tudor Prince and Jonathan Tudor.
Should you desire to honor a crewmate or family member, just make a memorial donation of $50 or more.
Please send along the full name and duty position of the person being honored. Importantly, do send all
donations in care of our new 451st B.G. Manager, Susan Tudor Prince.
Memorial contributions recently received are as follows:
Donor

In Tribute To

Anonymous
Aschenbrenner, Dean M.
Murak, Peggy
Pollino, Gail
Pollino, Michael
Steffan, Lea
Atkins Jr., Charles W.

Lt. Ken Whiting and the Crew of the “Extra Joker”
Martin Aschenbrenner, Top Turret Gunner

Bagwell, Delcia
Hill, Sedge (Red)

Ernest Wilbur (Chief) Atkins, Flight Engineer
Captain Gerald Hopkins, Pilot
Jack E. (Little) Jones, Nose Turret Gunner
Winson (Big) Jones, Top Turret Gunner
“All who Left the Earth for a Better Life”
George Tudor, Pilot
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Donor

In Tribute To

Jones, Winson (Big)
Massare, Frank T.
Painter, Caroline H.
Prince, Susan Tudor
Reise, David G & Jeffrey A.

Jack E. (Little) Jones, Nose Turret Gunner
Jack E. (Little) Jones, Nose Turret Gunner
Robert A Painter, Bombardier
George Tudor, Pilot
Alvin G. Reise, Bombardier
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Donations also have been received from the following since the April 2015 Newsletter:
Burlingame, William
Kozakis, Achilles
Shaffer, Rossman W.

Eckenroth, Philip L.
Newman, Linn W.
Tedesco, Frank L

Elliott, J Earle & Sallie E. (Eaton)
Schaffner, Donald R.

LAST FLYBY
Here are the death notifications received since our April 2015 Newsletter.
451st Member
Bennett, Alphaeus O.
Carter, James (Bud)
Cooney, John J.
Downing, Walter C.
Dupee, Merle F.
Hagemann, Eugene
Hernandez, Agustin L. (Tex)
Jones, Jack E. (Little)
Klossner, Herbert O.
Mochel, Norman W.
Mroczenski, Julian
Orkin, David N.
Petty, Frank A.
Pfeilsticker, Robert C. Sr.
Reamer, Charles L.
Ridenour, Rex W.
Thornton, Robert L.
Zulauf, Bruce

Duty Position
Medical Staff
Tail Gunner
Ball Turret Gunner (725th SQ.)
Bombardier-Navigator
Tail Gunner – Ball Turret Gunner
Mechanic
Ball Turret Gunner
Nose Turret Gunner (727th SQ.)
Unknown
Unknown
Tail Gunner (726th SQ.)
Co-Pilot (POW)
Photographer
Navigator
Unknown
Top Turret Gunner
Unknown
Mechanic

DOD
02.09.2015
07.01.2015
09.21.2014
11.09.2014
04.27.2013
01.16.2012
09.12.2014
03.28.2015
03.04.2013
12.12.2013
07.23.2012
12.17.2014
02.21.2015
06.14.2014
06.03.2014
02.17.2014
11.07.2014
04.13.2014

It is with great personal sadness to report Jack E. (Little) Jones succumbed to his multi-year battle with lung
cancer. In early 1944, Jack and myself were 18 years of age when assigned to Crew Training with Captain
Gerald Hopkins who quickly gave us our wartime titles of “Little Jones” and “Big Jones”. Jack’s bright smile
and outgoing demeanor helped our crew members to endure 35 stressful missions. Our close friendship (both
with Jack and his wife, Henrietta) over the years leave a bank of special memories. The other remaining
member of our original crew (Paul Anderson, Ball Turret Gunner) and myself sense that a curtain has been
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drawn. Below the article authored by Jack (Little) Jones describes the stressful happenings of a mission to
Vienna.

A CLOSE CALL OVER VIENNA – JACK E. “LITTLE” JONES, NOSE TURRET GUNNER 727th SQ.
“…The October 7th, 1944 mission to Vienna was my 14th mission (4th with Lt. Massare after he inherited Captain Hopkins’
Crew). The mission was memorable to me in several respects. Our new tail gunner (Joe Frein) was wounded early on
the bomb run. We sustained heavy flak damage, but our pilot (Lt. Pete Massare), copilot (Lt. Peter Dufault) and Flight
Engineer (T. Sgt. Ernest Atkins) got us back to base with over 78 holes in the plane. We sustained damage to a fuel tank
that resulted in some fuel loss, but Sgt. Atkins was able to transfer the remaining gasoline to an undamaged tank before
losing so much we couldn’t get home. The hydraulic line was cut which Sgt. Atkins also repaired before losing too much
fluid. Plexiglas panels in the navigator/bombardier compartment, the cockpit and top turret were shattered. A piece of
flak lodged in the bomb sight. Peter Dufault (copilot) remembers (personal communication, June 7, 1999) that a piece of
flak shattered the blister-window to his right, passed across the flight deck, inexplicably missing his face, and struck Lt.
Pete Massare’s flak helmet, knocking it off his head. Paul Anderson (in the ball turret) had a piece of flak pass through
one leg of his flight suit (under his bent knee) and ricocheted within the turret without wounding him. However, it
frightened him so he opened the hatch to crawl out into the waist of the plane, but upon seeing all the holes in the
fuselage, he concluded the ball turret, with its armor-plating, was perhaps a safer place. Paul lowered the hatch and put
the turret in a full spin. In the nose, I was surrounded by Plexiglas but had no fractures. However, I had an excellent
view of the very accurate flak pattern we were flying through, heard the many hits to our plane, and wondered how we
were still flying.
Suddenly, Lt. Robinette’s plane, flying in No. 3 position, received a major hit, lost power, stalled, tilted to the right, and
appeared to be coming straight at us (flying in No. 4 position) as though he was going to ram the nose of our plane. I
just knew we were done for. Fortunately, Lt. Massare saw the danger in time to raise our plane enough for Lt.
Robinette’s plane to pass under us, clearing by inches my nose-turret. I watched the plane, which was in a tight spin, for
as long as it was in view and saw no one bail-out. Peter Dufault wrote a poem of the tragedy upon returning to base and
later published it in a book of poems “Angel of Accidence” by Peter Kane Dufault (The Macmillan Co., New York, 1954,
p.20).”

ROBERT M. KARSTENSEN – NOSE TURRET GUNNER
“I arrived, with my crew, into the 451st Bomb Group on 8 July 1944 as an 18 year old Career Gunner. We flew in via the
northern route; Gander, Newfoundland, Azores, North Africa, to Gioia del Colle, Italy. Upon entering the 724th
Squadron, based at Castelluccio de Sauri, we were given the title of Crews #20 and assigned to a piece of bare terrain,
close to the Mess Hall, and given a pyramid tent to erect. In the process of setting up the tent we were visited by Major
Thomas Moran (Operations Officer) and Captain Paul Johnshoy (Assistant Operations Officer). They drove up in a Jeep,
and according to military courtesy, we dropped all to render the required salute. Ropes and poles were let go to offer
the salute, and some minutes were lost as we, the Enlisted Men of Crew #20, were formally welcomed into the
Squadron.
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Our crew consisted of; 1st Lt. Henry G. Rollins, Pilot, 2nd Lt. Edward G. Snow Copilot, 2nd Lt. John H. Dilks, Navigator, 2nd Lt
Harvey Miller, Bombardier, S/Stg. Fred C. Gardner, AEG, S/Sgt Anthony J. Paonessa, ROG, Sgt Leo J. Cegla, Tail Gunner,
Sgt Anthony Kalik, Upper Gunner, Sgt Eldon F. Morrill, Ball Gunner and Sgt Robert M. Karstensen, Nose Gunner.
The positions we Enlisted Men flew varied, depending on the need for ‘spare gunners’ flying with various Pilots. As
became the case when our Pilot, Rollins, became a Squadron Staff Officer, starting with Assistant Operations Officer.
On July 10th we flew one ‘air to ground’ gunnery practice mission. Then on the 12th we did our first combat mission. The
target was the Marshalling Yards at Nimes, France. As was the procedure with new crews, an experienced Pilot took the
place of our regular Copilot, Lt. Snow. That Pilot was Lt. Ernest Louvar. From my vantage point in the Nose Turret I
could see the Group, some miles ahead of us, getting hammered quite badly. Aircraft were falling out of formation in
every manner of distress.
The next mission, 14 July was to Petfurdo Oil Refineries in Hungary. Following that we hit the infamous Oil Refineries at
Ploesti on the 15th of July. That was a bit ‘hairy’ as my nose turret suffered some 5 hits by flak. The closest, at least that
I could attest to since you don’t see those chunks of flak passing through your view, hit, and went through the cast iron
frame next to my left knee and gave me a bit of a ‘bump’ as it fell to the floor of the turret.
About this time our Pilot, Rollins, was tapped an Assistant Operations Officer and mostly flew in the ‘lead’ or ‘deputy
lead’ position with other crews. Occasionally he would get us altogether for a mission, just for old time’s sake.
Several mission standout in my memory. 30 July, while assigned to Lt. Jonathan Martin crew, we encountered enemy
fighters en route to Budapest, Hungary. Although we suffered no damage to our aircraft, several other in the formation
did and left the formation. We ended joining up with another Group and made it back to Base without further incident.
On 31 July we were again observed enemy fighters and from my waist position, laid a few rounds in their direction.
They never made the noted “pursuit curve” towards us.
28 August had me in the ‘lead ship’ flying along with Colonel Robert Eaton as we bombed the Marshalling Yards in
Szolnock, Hungary.
6 September, again with Colonel Eaton in the right Copilot seat, we took sever flak hits over Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Flak
went through some hydraulic lines, thus, when the brakes were engaged, only the right landing wheel slowed us down.
We went lickety split off the runway, across the infield and into the drainage ditch next to the 726th taxi strip. A bit
shaken, but no injuries
10 September was my only trip to Lyon, France to deliver gas and bombs to aid General Patton in his drive to the north
of France. We ran short of gas on the way home and had to land at a Fighter Base near Rome. We stayed overnight in
Rome and on the way back to our aircraft saw some Waco Gliders practicing take-offs and landings with Squads of
Infantry Men. Stopping to see this event, we were individually invited to hop onboard for a ride. Since no seats were
available, I stood behind the Pilot and Copilot and had to admire their coolness. After landing I was again invited into
another Waco and did another ‘fun mission.’
26 December was certainly a well remembered mission to those that flew it. Our Pilot, Rollins (by now the Operations
Officer) flew ‘deputy lead’ while Captain Stanley Jackson, along with the Squadron Commanding Officer, Major Douglas
Sanford flew the ‘lead ship.’ Flak was heavy, accurate and intense, hitting Captain Jackson’s aircraft severely enough for
them to abort and head for Russia. Damage to our aircraft was severe enough that we had to manually lower the ‘flaps’
and ‘gear’ in order to land. With no brakes we were told, upon hitting the runway, to get into the tail section, making it

451st Bomb Group Newsletter No.7 November 2015

15

drag and to slow the aircraft. It worked well. With the temporary loss of the Squadron Commander, Major Sanford,
Captain Robbins assumed command of the 724th Squadron.
29 December was a sad day for our crew, T/Sgt Anthony Paonessa, flying as ‘spare gunner’ with Lt. Martin Uhl’s crew,
was KIA, along with eight other of the crew. Only Lt. Uhl and the Tail Gunner, T/Sgt Honaker survived.
12 March 1945 was a more than memorable mission. Flying with t. Maurice Brown’s crew we were hit by friendly fire
(from another Group ahead of us, probably test firing their guns) and our #2 engine was set afire. This was over the
Adriatic Sea. Lt. Brown immediately salvoes the bombs, while Navigator Lt. Dilks gave us a heading for Zara, Yugoslavia
and we proceeded for the airfield there. All the while we readied ourselves to bail out, just in case. Lt. Brown hit the
landing strip right on the nose and brought the aircraft to a safe stop. The Base’s Fire Unit came out to aid in quelling
the fire, but Lt. Brown, in his haste to evacuate the aircraft, failed to remember that he’d salvoed the bombs and told
the Fire Unit they were still onboard. It was then that the Fire Unit immediately left the scene. Needless to say the
aircraft was totally engulfed in only a few minutes, but we had ran out of range before it blew.
After lunch at their Mess Hall we were assigned another B-24 to take back to Castelluccio Air Base.
22 March had me flying Nose Turret with the Lt. Claude E. Wood’s crew. Target was the notorious ‘Vienna’. Over the
target we encountered ‘heavy, accurate and intense’ flak. One chunk entered my turret and disabled me from calling
‘bombs away’ to the Navigator/Bombardier, Lt. John C. Buck. My form of disablement was that a piece of flak hit my
goggles and sent shards of plexi glass into my eyes.
Upon landing (with red flares fired for wounded) we were met by the 727th Flight Surgeon, Captain Joe King. A few
moments later the Flight Surgeon from the 724th, Captain Henry Quinn, arrived to take over. I was evaluated and
immediately sent to the 61st Station Hospital in Foggia. Eleven days later I was discharged, fully recovered and was
awarded the Purple Heart. I was schedule to fly again on the 6th of April.
20 April was my last combat mission. Most memorable about this mission was that I spent a lot of time on the floor in
the Waist section, due to a Malaria attack. I’m sure that Lt. Zachary Bunch’s crew may have thought I was getting ‘flakhappy,’ as I wasn’t much use as a gunner.
These malaria attacks put me into the new Group Hospital under the care of Major Clyde Wagner, Group Surgeon.
This brought my mission count to 36, one more than necessary. This was due to a previous mission that we weren’t
given credit for. But reevaluation by the ‘higher-ups’ granted us that mission.
All in all, our crew suffered all the hardships, traumas and jubilations, as many of the other ‘full term’ crews did. We had
one KIA; 5 Purple Hearts; 2 Distinguished Flying Crosses. One DFC to our Pilot Captain Rollins and one to our Flight
Engineer T/Sgt Fred Gardner.
With my tour completed ( I was the last of Crew #20 to finish and leave Castelluccio Air Base), I was sent to Naples on 2
May and boarded the USS Mount Vernon on 11 May. May 20th I saw the Statue of Liberty in the New York harbor. It
was said that we were one of the first Troup Transport ships to cross the Atlantic without the wartime zig zaging
procedure.
Thus ended my tenure with the wartime 451st Bombardment Group. This is until Lt. Peter A. Massare and I joined up in
1978 to start the post war version of the 451st Bomb Group. When Peter died in 1996 I continued to work in behalf of all
those that made our wartime unit one of the more noted Groups in the Mediterranean Theater of Operation (MTO).
Hopefully I have succeeded.”

Susan Tudor Prince
451st Bomb Group
14 Reservation Road
Andover, MA 01810

