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451st PLANES WING OVER SOUTHERN GmMANY—WeIrd cloud formations and vapor trally are created

as this squadron of planes of the 15th Alr Force

 over their target at 25,000 feet.; Some of the boys dt Dow Field

were in those plares, which creéated so much havoc with vital industries within the Reich. (U.8.A.A.F. photo.)

Battle Scarred Fighting 451
Observes Anniversary At Dow

The fighting 451st bard; Group, of two years of
aerial combat in the Mediterranegn Theater of Operations, and pride’
of the 15th Alr Force, is taking part in the celebration of the 38th
Anniversary of the Army Alr Forces at Dow Fleld today. Winners of
three Presidential Citations, and so far as is kngwn, the only heayy

* bomb group winning three Pr tidl Citations, the of the
4515t symbolize all that is best in the cpmbat units of the AAF through-
out the world. . : ;

Now stationed at Dow Field, the 451st has been assigned to the
North Atlantic Division of the ATC, under the command of Brigadier
General Lawrence G. Fritz. As fast As they can be s¢reened, classified
and processed, they will: be assigned to the five major continental

of the North Atlantic Division, at Presque Isle, Dow, Grenler

14,

" Fleld, LaGuardia Fleld, and Washington National Airport. Some have rific
already gone to take up their new dutles with the Air Transport but they

., 'Command. > {

But even 'in thelr new stations, they were through, and were re-
this writer sincerely believes that | placed by newcomers. The esprit
the boys of the 451st will not have (de corps and the morale of the
changed«—their old allegiance will|Group have always | been excep-
stick. They will still be members of |tionally high, : f A
what they affectionately call “The | On an average combat| mission,
Four. Filthy First” And well they {the B-24's of the 451st would fly
might. 38 planes, although they have

451st

frequently the weather was bad,
rather than good. Nevertheless, 15
heavy raldg were made against vital
targets, .Including the bloody bat-
tlefield -of Cassino: ’
BATTLE 300 NAZIS
On April 2nd, a tremendous rald
was launched against enemy ball
bearing plants at Steyr, Austria,
where unexpectedly huv}y, enemy
" veloped, when

united in January,
were originally based at (-
oia ajrdrome, an Itallan base with
dirt runways.
STRIKE OPPOSITION
They flew thelr. first cdmbat

their tenth trip into Festung
ropa, ’ '
Their target was the famous Re-
gensburg aircraft factory in Ger-
many, WAS man
one-third of the total production
of Messerschmitt, 109's, one of Ger-
many's ' most effective fighter
planes. In the raid, & joint opera-

jons, | resulted in 100 per

Nazl fighters were battled for bet-
ter than two hours. Although two
B-24's went down in the rald,. 30
enemy fighters were known to have
been shot dowm, and 'another 30
were listed as probables.

On April 5th, the 15th Alr Force
madé the first of its many terrific
ralds against the Ploest{ oll re-

against | fineries, which at that time were

producing nearly one half of the
natural ofl used by German tanks,
automoblles, trucks, and planes. A
crash on the take-off at Manduria
cent casualties
for one planhe, and held things up
for an hour, but the groyp formed
on schedule. Agnin, they werc
heavily and bitterly attacked by
enemy fighters, with five of the
B-24's being shot down, The gun-
ners had a fleld day, however,
shooting down nearly 50 of the en-
emy craft,

The 451st received its Presidential
Citation for that first Ploestl raid.
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[fighting 451st are expected to play

/|sorry to see their organization

300 |1ic Relations Officer; Captain Wil~

“There were times when we could
almost walk on the flak-—it was that
thick,” said one pilot. Vienna was
y more than 400 heavy
took a heavy toll of

3

in - Italy was, over, and the men
were notified that they were coming
home.

Now, assigned to anottier branch |
of the Army Alr Forces, they will | A0}
assist in carrying out the logistics |

|| mission of the AAF—to get what it Fa

is needed where it is needed-—when

and aircraft to and from the com-
bat theaters of the world, is vital
in modern warfare. The men of the

an im nt part in the jJob.

Their lled technicians, !
chanits, clerks, and flyers will soon” g8
fit into the groove of the ATC's g
smoothly running organization., Al-
though the men of the 481st dre

me- B

breaking up, they are going where |o&
they will really be of tremendous
service to the war effort.

The North Atlantic Divislon of
the ATC s glad to welcome to its |8
ranks, the fighting 451st Bomb H
Group—top ranking outfit of the E5
15th Afr Force, and the entire ETO.

Officers of the 451st Bomb Group
who have reported to date, (and
there are still more to come), In- ¥§
clude the following: Colonel Leroy N8
L. Stefonowicz of Wild Rose, North
Dakota, Commanding Officer; Cap-
tain Danfel J. Coffey of Jamalca
Plan, Mass., Special’ Service officer;
Major Clyde L. Wagner of New
Rochelle, New York, Surgeon Cap-
tain James H. Broderick-:of Albany,
New York, Dental Officer; Cap-
tain Robert E. Davidson of Hidge- | 3¢
wood, New Jersey, Armament Of- &
ficer; Captain Harry T. Fontaine |}
of Brightwaters, Long Island, In-
formation and Education and Pub-

llam Mattes of Bloomfield, N. J.,!
assistant Operations Ofticer; Cap-
tain’ Edward A. Zralck of Brook-
Iyn, New York, Intelligerice Officer;
Pirst Lieut. Lloyd H. Lipkey of
Washington, D, C., Cryptographic |
Officer; Captain George C. Mil-
linix, Baltimore, Maryland, Naviga-
of

Col. Edward B. Rasmussen, Chi-
cago, Illinois, Operations Officer;
Captain Everett | Willlams, Poplar,
Wisconsin, Weather Officer; Lieut.
Col. Theodore H. Gorton, St. Jo-
seph, Missouri, Deputy Group Com-
der; Captain Joe 0. Pritch
Lott, Texas, Radar Officer; Capt.
CF rles E. Volz, Austin, Texas, Per-
sonal Equipment Officer; First
Lieut. ‘William L. Evans, Calvert,
Texas, Statistical Officer; First
Lieut. Lawrence E. McBrearty,
Waco, Texas, Medical Administra-

tive Officer; First Lieut, Charles



out lhc world.

. Now statioried at Dow Pield, the 451st has been muned to the
North Atlantie Division of the ATC, under the command of Brigadier

General Lawrence G, Fritz. As fast

fis they can be screened, classified

and processed, uwyﬂnbeubnedmthoﬂnm}weoﬁﬂnmhl
of the North Atlantic Division, at Presque Isle, Dow, Grenler

* Pleld, LaGuardia Fleld, and Washington National Mrpolt. Some have
already gone to take up thelr new duties with the Afr Transport

‘Command. |

But even |in thelr new stations,
this writer sincerely believes that
thebonoltheﬁlstwﬂlnoch"o
H their old allegiance will
7 stick. They will still be members of
| what they affectionately call “The
Four. Filthy First” And well they

might. -
The Pour Fifty First is reputed
to be the most heavily decorated
bomb group. in the 15th Air Foroe
~—top outfit out of 2i. It has won
three Presidential Oltations—more
than any other bolm: group In
Europe. Its personnel has won one
DSC, nine Legion of Merit Badges,
25 Silver Stars, 50 Soldier's Medals,
one British Distinguished Flying
Cross, hundreds. of DFC', thou-
sands of ‘Alr Medals, several hun-
dreds of Bronze Stars, and many
other decorations.
{ /The members of the ou
. 1y wear 12 battle stars—represent-
ing twelve major campaigns in
which they participated. They flew
their planes against almost every
country ih Europe, including Italy
5 Hun
gary, Rumania, Bulgaria, All
Greece, Yugoslavia,Poland and all
the islands -of the Mediterranean
bq.nbed ofl wells, refine
factories, rallroads, bridges, roldn
ships—in fact, any they
were assigned to’ M.uck no matter
how dangerous. °
245 MISBIONB
Altogether, the 451st’ flew 245
combat missions, and dropped over
13,000 tons of bombs on the enemy.
Over 8000 men”were at one time or
another members of the outfit, with

t proud-

the fiyers rotating in and out.
;- When their missions were done,

\
|

they were through, lnd were re-
placed by newcomers. The esprit
de corps and the of the
Group have n.lvnn been  excep-
tionally high, ° h

On, an tverue htrmtdou.
the B-24's of the

Just five days before hostilities
ceased in the Itallan section. This
cessation of hostilities was due in
no little part to what they had
done.. .

The original emnmmdu of the
451st was Col. Robert E. L. Eaton,
The group trained under him In

aIrt runways.
STRIKE OPPOSITION
They| ﬁew thelr nm edmm

hmtwuuu unoum-
aircraft factory In  Ger-

which was
one-third of tho
of Messerschmitt 109's, one of Ger-
many's - most effective thhhr

:

a terrible
es in

the aum. and ﬂaw under his factory thoroughly gutted by
until tember, 1944. | explosion and fire. The plant n ver
His = successor was Cdl. James |again resumed the fac-

‘Knapp, who remained with the
Hll December, uu. 'hen

group

Col. LeRoy L. Stef
command. He is still in ¢harge of
the group, while it is being de-
activated at Dow Fleld. Some of

.|the men with the group at Dow,

have been with the outfit ever

nnce,n was orgamized at Tucson,
Arizona, in May, 1943, |
The 451st bodsts commen-

group
dations. from Brig. Gen. Hugo P.
Rush, Brig. Gen. Willlam L. Lee,

Lieut, Gen. Nlth.n F. Twining, | des
. Eaker. Con-

and Ueul Om, Ira W.

grat +
m«memuponlubnmblncef-
ficlency have come from General
Marshal, Gen. H, H. Arnolc, Gen.
Touhey Spaatz, and Gen. Mark
Clark.

| The 451st started in
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Citation, for' the
. There was plenty
trouble on tha homeward |

ég*g

e rest to San Pancrazio. But
pite 'this separation of
squ s, all. for

made, and the bombing wem. on
without . delay. \

There  were no  bulldings . for
either living or operational; pur-
poses, The men lived In tents,
resting on ‘mud. The work on the
plmuhmhobadonoonmm in

K | near the

the‘

emy
The 451st recelved its Presidential
Citation for that first Ploest! rald.
b | Later, they' were to make twenty
more ralds against that bitterly de-
fended German target.
On April 9th, the group was re-
united again at Castellucio air base
great ajrdrome.
At that time, It ‘was anything but
the powerful air base it is now.
As the planes landed, they found
nolhlng more than » runway—no
buildings, no nothing. Since war
could not walt for construction,

‘lndmeymorderedwlomto

Srmadiab

WASIUNEWON, L, Vi,  VEyPWEIBspw
Officer; Captain orge C. Mil-
linix, Baltimore, Maryland, Naviga-
tor; Captain Willlam McNeil, of
Steubenville, Ohio, Chaplain; Lisut.
Col. Edward B. Rasmussen, Chi-

Captain Everett | Willlams, Poplar,
‘Wisconsin, Weather Officer; Lieut.
Col. Theodore H. Gotton, St. Jo-

Charles E. Vols, Austin, Texas, Per-
sonal Equipment Officer; First
Lieut. ‘William L. Evans;, Oalvert,
Texas, Statistical Officer; First

Lieut. Lawrence E. McBrearty,

First Lieut. Alton C. )lm'phy.‘r oy
Temple, Texas, Statistical Officer; | JCa
Major Willlam H. McCQuire, Silver EoX
City, New Mnleo. Gunriery Officer;
Captain Richard E, Prouty, Meta-
line Falls, Washington, Alr Inspec- |
tor; WO Harold H. Burchell, Port- | B
land, Oregon, Technical !mpecwr
Clphln Ralph M. McBeth, Mllml 4
Florida, Communications Officer; My
nm Lisut.” John A, O. Winden, B

action they
right into their work. Although
weather prevented their flying, they
were ready to go into the combat

k, | the  day after they arrived.

Main targets from the new
operating base of the 451st. were
Ploest] (railded 20 times), Vierma
(13 tlmes), Linz, Munich, Fried-,

d North Dakota, Flight, M
Contml omeer Captain Willlam M. 'H
Dwyer, Wichita, Kansas,'Photo Of- '
ficer; Captain Robert L. te, Mc4
Cool Junction, ' Neb Bom-
bardier; First Lieut. David D Belt-
men, Oklnhomn C ty,  Oklahomm,
Photo * Intelligence Officer; .and
Captain Henry D, Richardson, Ad-
Jutant.

Be!knde. Steyr, and Bol all
powerfully defended cities,  with
hundreds of flak guns and swarms
of protecting fighter’alrcraft,
PLOESTI OIL RAIDS |
Toughest cities 'to attack were
Vienna, Ploesti and . Munich, Plo-
estl was ly well defenided,
because ol was' vital to' the suc-
cess of the Naz{ war machine, and
it was' at Ploest! .that the back-
pone -of the Nazi oll system was
. With 11 refineries in that

good ‘weather and bad—and ' more

Non-
Ratloned

d| cify, it was a prime target—with

top priority for the 15th Alr Force.
By  the time the 451st finished
with it, ofl production and refining
waa down to practically nothing.
On August 22nd, the target was
the Lobau ofl refinery near Vienna
at Markersdorf, Enemy fighters at- |
tacked in force, shooting down |
seven of the dircraft, The next day
the 451st Jost nine aircraft out of
24—the losses were terrific. But in
spite of the heavy opposition and
tremendous losses, the balance of
the group fought its way through
and hit the target. with excellent
bombardment results. The 451st
i ‘ht.hlrdn‘ tial Cita-
tion for this rdid,
Later, the 451st was called ¢n to
give ‘support to the drive§ 3T the
Third and Seventh armies in south-

Welders To Have

Mass Discussi
" BATH, July 31 (AP)—The Inde-
pendent Brotherhood of Shipyard
Workers ‘will sponsor & ‘mass; dis-
cussion meeting tomorrow f;:"n.h
Iron Works welders and tackers,
many of whom,, the unipn leaders
said today, belléve an end should
be made to an unsuthorized work
stoppage they began Thursday at
the denv.royer-bundln: Bath yard.
“It was apparent that many were
of the opinien that wo! hould be
resumed,” brotherhood ' president, '@
Ralph A.' Mulligan sald after a |
conference between tinion officials
and representatives of the wclden|
and tackers, x
Mulligan said the employes hndl
been assured that as soon as work G
resumed a meeting would be held | §
with management which was ex-
pected then to reply to wage.de-
mands submitted by the welders.
Arbitration would tm if man-

8 Ar Pi
factory, Mulligan said  the \nen
were told.
About 700 employes in other de-
purtmenu at the shipyard re-
d off duty today hecause of

ern France, B-24's were used to fly
supplies of |gasoll

and bombs to Lyons, ce. Beven
supply missions we: flown in

heavily laden aircraft, despite severe
‘cloud conditions which made flying
over mountainous terrain difficult
and dangerous,

' That fall, synthetic ofl plants in
central Germany, Poland, Ozecho-
sl , Austfia and Hungary were
hit almost daily in successful at-
tempts to deprive the Nazis of fuel
for thelr mechanized army and
Luftwaffe. Communications targets
and rallroad yards were second in
priority. Y

With the shortage of- airplane
molfnca fighter oppoduon dwin-

producuon situation created by
in the 1ding  depart~

ment.

Now |
§||£ SHOPS |

munm we(hb-
h. Thuhbmm M‘
'm:-‘ﬂ’muk fanetion |
polsonous mat J_“f. nyoar 52.1«
ny-mm



	451st BDN 1 Aug 1945 p14
	451st BDN 1 Aug 1945 p14 part2

