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nellogs, Iowa

%‘ Dear Joy, ) A P e
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Tour letter was radeived and I ocannot gnsmarf-'g,qu}; nough=m
3 I too, have been writing letters to variocus peopls about imy: -

brother who was Killed in sotion on Okinawa, 80 you' can':‘-;saa’i'thaﬁ
I know exaotly how you foel., I too can-not unjover am A ROz -
nmation worth musi. Bl I P e e A xﬂ; ;

i H ; 'i..:‘:#

Frcry, Py
. -

I remember everything about my experience ‘overseas, in aom
bat, as if it heppened yesterday so vhatever I tell you iszthe.: 1Lh
and I tell you first that I remember; the Specific inoident, for: ‘Eﬁ
your brother N@lvix's plane was diraotly in I‘mntt__'ar.'min&;fﬁg} A

... ik S 3 - R, I._ €, O e -:};.i#- . ..1..

Lt, Goin's orew was a good one, I Xmow, for I vag:itherAggls
tant Operations Officor and knew praotloally all the men-=80-"wi
that in mind the apgoident could nqt'.'hg.vq;yaan_dual_j:,c:lPi;}p_t.u (
or orew error, - - s

£

Vienna was by far, worse then any target ever: attacked 'by.iis
our Air forsg--~exeluding none!!l The Flak was.indesoribable -and*
to me erch mission was suléide-- though statistiocs never oonvinoe

. the higher-ups who pever carry out thelr own plams, <% 1z

A

Your Brother's plane was hit directly in the No, 1 engine i
(Pikots side). The propeller flew off and fire commenoced , 4% It e
dosen't seem possible that a rire oan exist:in such.thin atmol<:
phere but 1t does, For a few socoonds T thought Lt, Uoin or'Lp
ilall had the plane under control for 4 saw ‘the etterpts Lo -blow:il
fire ocut-=-byaliding, or slipping away from ‘the flamea buliag 4im
went on the maneuWering bgnaqa;mpm--manngnina]._;'f-w'_33:,_1:_1::_;:;,‘..}’.*_ g&
peit - £t Woa a matter of segonds, and by ‘m&‘uhaniml;"frmaa:gﬁtggm hiE
felt ag 1f scusone was laboring to ksep ocontrol, s '_:,:;;’f’;; w
I sincersly boliove the Pilot was kille& outright, and:
Co=-Pilot wounded. . - L e

‘hy men dldn't atert balling out 1s beyond me, for they 41d5
heve sufflcient time. I should not have said it was beyond: met
for 1 luov betier=--in ths firat place, in my opinlon the walsti.
cunner on the lef't slde, more that ocertainly was killed . instar 2 ki
and all others either wounded or stunnsd, for tnes, cver .theztarze;
men are on the alert to -et out, and in-such a case 1f they'were
f1oally able the boys in Lt, Coln's plane would have had all tha:r
in the world to do _®o., Then to, maybe cne boy was iryins
othepe in nead of First=-ild, : S § e ;
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.I accldent by 1%s serial number. Now I hope to. God something't

- misgion as how many times you flew ‘occmbat,’
S at the time, 10:tinmes, Twics they were deep :into.enems LOIT e

. 1 lmow how futile 4t 1a,  But &8s a follow aizman of FOUR 5 s

ey 8
o - &y .

e o
Af'ter the plane made mechanical movements it started to'd

loose altitude, and fest, This would pin nnyone alive amainaty
thia ?‘alﬂnﬂﬂ 1!13;.&3 nnd prevent them from movinge-—- -

Up to now I would say there was still & chenge for lMelvin
but vhon che plane got %o a lower altitude, the engine etilliiilk
bturning, the oereage in oxysen in the atmosphere, made "-'-Itﬂ;;'{__..
worss, until the plens exploded--no chutes wers.seep-<and.I wagis
watuhing olosely, for I was well exporienced in combatiat’ that it
and was hoping to God I oould mea some sign q_:'.__liil‘ggf_‘qlrbﬁi"ﬁ_

\"ifr. -u_- £ i -
That 1r vhat I saweestraightl g = ﬂf R ':h KT
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I &fd-knaw the plane and its-orew!™ 1 d1d not report- tHed

up that gives you'more and better information, &nd;that wouldZon
1 & orew member were. found allve, " =7 idl, E0 gl SOL RS

Gorman fighters were not seen that day 'L";'t-hau'gh. there:is
a chence that they were lower than: the Dombers, 5*“‘”

4 . g oy ":‘ I".i i 'Fl
The Adriatlic had wonderful. safeguards and: Alr-Sea‘Resoy -
oquipment, 1 the plame would have reaohed the sea, - Notimoehtfiy:
over vater need have been done-by a-orippled bomber.FHeroould:ik
have orash landed in Yugoslavia and “8%til1 been safe, for Marshalll

Tito hed flelds for us--then seorst,’:(To’ the Publis) il

A

In my opinlon the suggestion you heard ‘about the ‘Buss
mines is very remote Indsed ., You know now the plene ‘nelthers:
was heading there, nor could have reached Russian territory.=
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The explanation of a sortie and mission is & diffioult =

cne on paper--a nisslion and sortie were the same’ exnapaginﬁ,f;__
& 'sortle was what was ocounted towards vour %ing homa ' and A’

ou sen, Hal

tory and was. oredifted with 1 point extra’machitime,7i(The he
T W, _ e £ 1

Please belleve me when I say "'I"'%(-E nat I wrotet ™ Ih
telling you as I wish someons would Tell me 6 my broth Or
Any further questions, I'1l be glaed to ansSwere-ANY]Y

There is nothing I oan say in the way of sympathy?ﬁr-

Brotherts, = I'11 never fm*%at the boys and no matter how:happy
poople hesome 1'ocannot seem to join 1n for I saw toims
go0d boys ride helplessly to thelr deatus, Put -the, 1
Torgets very easily, S
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= Thanks a million for your letter.’ I'm & I had to"se
I did:but you asked.me to, . Write.agaln’ {ma.ﬁ%;%%x ;
g e fe TV 5. Mp, Peter A. Eaasa;-gf
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